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Orient Cave was discovered on 
the 30th July ,100 years ago in 

1904.

• To commemorate this event,two guides 
and other members of Jenolan Caves 
Historical and Preservation Society 
(JCHAPS),ventured in to this most 

magnificent,World-Class set of richly  
decorated limestone caverns…at least to 

take some photographs!





James C. Wiburd, ‘Jack’,C. 
Edwards  and Robert I. Bailey are 
remembered for having found the 

Cave…

• Orient wasn’t their first remarkable success,

• River Cave,Pool of Cerberus  and Temple of  
Baal  Caves  had been found by them as well, 
and only  during the previous 12 months!



The majestic White 
or Indian Canopy, 

exemplifies the 
beauty of Orient 

Cave…
You can see it is 

really a coral pink in 
colour.This 

artistically balanced 
monument adorns the 

wall and overhangs 
Indian Chamber…



..As a symbol of what was to be 
revealed, stands the prettiest 

stalagmite, 
‘The Minaret’                        

perhaps known, late 1890’s.

• Minaret guards the way on to the long clear 
pool of the ‘Styx’…, which must be crossed.

…a small craft would be required…



…so a wooden pickle box and four 
oil drums were fashioned into a 

small boat…

• Here we see guides Edwards and 
Wiburd launching the craft..

• ..and  Wiburd  testing 
another..



…and so the Styx 
was crossed, early in 

August, 1903..

• “THE  STYX,  RIVER CAVE, JENOLAN.”



..So to commemorate the first 
crossing, guides were assisted by 
maintenance staff to construct a 

‘boat’..,with which to re- enact the 
event!





Video created by guiding staff



A barge-type craft was now constructed and 
served to assist in the development of River 

Cave and in the later discoveries of Temple of 
Baal and Orient Caves.

• This barge was 
then used to ferry 
visitors across the 
Styx on their way 
into and out of 
those tours until 
early 1920’s!



A suspended 
pathway 

eliminated the 
need for water 

craft by 1923…

• …and the long 
pool of the ‘Styx’ 

is now often 
referred to as.., 

‘Pool of 
Reflection’.



River Cave 
presents some 
of the largest 

cave 
formations in 

N.S.W...

• ‘The Cascades’



…and the most decorative 
stalagmites known.



• ..’Grand Column’, Olympia Chamber



..shawls as well..,giant shawls! 



..yet none so 
dramatic as the 

mysterious 
Guardian of the 

Temple of Baal…



..with its folded wings draped 
above the White Altar!



Close by, and 
opposite a most 

delicate aragonite 
crystal decoration., 

and  hidden  beneath 
fallen limestone 
boulders.,lay the 

route to… 
ORIENT CAVE!

• The Furze Bush



The Indian 
Chamber 

provides a scene 
of incomparable 

beauty..

• Viewed from 
below, this is the 
back of the 
beautiful set of 
shawls we know as 
Indian Canopy.



• …from reflection 
below..to the view 

above, the 
presentation by this 
monument to nature 

is stunning!



• ..and the 
lower 
part 
models 
for the 
emblem 
of Jenolan 
Caves.





..onwards and upwards climbed the three 
cavers passing through this gap.,into a 

crystal walled dome,the powerful 
‘Egyptian Chamber’.





• Egyptian Chamber 
certainly deserves 
admiration…





Surrounded by a scene of incredible 
richness , Wiburd, Edwards and Bailey 

resolved that it would be appropriate 
to leave their mark...

• They did this with such modesty, showing 
immeasurable respect for the wonderland into 

which they had ventured…Having just discovered 
the most extravagant of caves to their knowledge., 
the three signed, almost invisibly,a pencilled set of 
initials onto the flat face of a small helictite!…and 

then departed.



• J.C.W.
J.C.E.
R.I.B. 

30.7.04



…and yet there had been so 
much more…



.. Persian Chamber with its 
colourful shawls,



..massive 
columns,



..imagery..



..opulent scenery,and colour…



..remarkable helictites with 
character!



…colourful miniature crystal 
gardens,



..the Dome of Persian 
Chamber..



….it’s all there,



…it’s intriguing..



..it is ORIENT CAVE.

• And it’s here at 
..JENOLAN.. 

N.S.W.



Photographs by
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Credit is also due to other 
Jenolan  Caves  Staff and 

J.C.H.A.P.S. members  for  

their assistance…

• Steve Serong…Shipwright  

also ‘Dr. Dan ‘ Catchpoole,…                                      
Robert (Reg)Lindsay…,            
David Cooke…,Ian Dive…,       

John Callaghan…Scott Melton.

• Rob Whyte…..for the movie clip 



..compiled and directed by..
Ted Matthews


